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Preface to this Edition 
Words of Instruction by the Composer/Teacher, Carl Czerny 

 

 

We have already treated of the minor graces or embellishments [Preface E-Book 2]. It remains only for us here 

[and in the following Books of this series] to lay down the necessary rules relating to the execution of the greater 

and more complex ornaments of melody. 

 

 

The Turn is of three kinds, for it may consist of 3, 4 or 5 notes. The three sorts of Turns (namely the simple, the 

double and the triple) are, according to the general rule, always to be played quick; for a sluggish and dawdling 

Turn produces scarcely any effect.  
 

Turns are employed in 2 different manners; namely: first as a grace before a note, and secondly as a grace after 

the note, or means of connection between two notes. 

 

[When played as a grace before a note] it is played as a grace anticipating the principal [accented full-sized note]. 

The distribution as to double notes [i.e. notes played with the same hand], and with respect to the bass [i.e. the 

notes played with the other hand] is the same as in the Transient shake [and the short appoggiatura described 

with words and images in the Preface to E-Book 2, in that the ornament only precedes the note it is closest to and 

begins at the same time as other notes appearing on the beat]. All the remaining rules [with regard to speed and 

the accenting of the principal note] are the same.  

 

The simple or direct Turn [3 small notes] begins with a note one degree higher than the principal note; then follow 

2 notes of descending scale [though the sequence may also be inverted as seen in the example below.]  

 

 

Ex. An Inverted Simple Turn from No. 57 Measure 6. 

 

 

 

The Turn as a grace anticipating the principal begins on the beat. 
 

 

 

But, when the Turn is placed between two notes [as a means of connecting notes], it is still played as belonging 

to the preceding note [i.e. the principal accented full-sized note], but it must be introduced as late as possible, 

namely, just before the following note. In this case the double Turn [described below] is generally most applicable. 

 

The double Turn [4 small notes], as it may be called [when used as a grace anticipating the principal] begins with 

the principal note itself after which all the notes of the simple turn [followed by the accented principal note] [but] 

when the [double] Turn is used as a means of connecting notes [i.e. connecting the principal note to the following 

note, as usually the case], it must never begin by the principal note, because that has already been struck, though 

it must always conclude with that note [just before the following note is struck]. All the small notes must be played 

as late and as quick as is compatible with clearness and the following notes must be struck with firmness  
 

 

Ex. A Double Turn from No. 48 Measure 7 

 

The Turn as a means of connection between two notes “must be  

introduced as late as possible, namely, just before the following note.” 
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When the Turn stands over a dot, followed by a quick note, and belonging to one of the divisions of the measure; 

the Turn must be introduced just before the dot, so that the last note of the Turn may fall exactly with the dot, 

and be held down during the whole time of the dot, and till the next note has to come in. [Note: Dots of this 

sort are not used in Klavar, but an example and Klavar translation is given below to help the student 

who is unfamiliar with Standard Music Notation make sense of Czerny’s words.] 

 

 

 

Ex. A Double Turn ending on a measure division 

from No. 48 Measure 12 

 

Turns connecting notes in this manner are shown on the  

KlavarScore exactly where they should be played. 

 

 

Klavar translation of Czerny’s words, above, concerning when the Turn stands over a dot: Sometimes the 

small note heads shown for the double Turn belonging to the preceding principal note are shown a certain division of 

the measure before the following note (see Example above). Dotted notes used in standard notation tell us where 

this measure division begins. In such cases, the final note of the turn is shown on the KlavarScore exactly where it 

should be played and this note must be held for the remaining measure division, until the following note must be 

played.  

 

The triple Turn [5 notes if employed anticipating the principal or 6 notes 

concluding with the principal when connecting two notes] begins by a note a 

degree lower than the double one, and then all follows as in the latter kind. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex. The Triple Turn from No. 48 Measure 15 employed as a “means of 

connection between two notes… must be introduced as late as possible, 

namely, just before the following note.” 

 

 

 

               

 

 On the Playing of Shakes (Trills) 

The Shake is one of the most usual and beautiful graces in music, and the finished execution of it, does no small 

credit to the Player. The Shake consists of two contiguous notes, at the distance of a semitone or a whole tone 

from one another [determined by the key of the piece]; namely, of the principal note as written [full-sized note in 

Klavar], and that adjacent note which lies at the distance of a whole tone or a semitone above it in the scale, which 

latter is called the accessary or auxiliary note [Note: the auxiliary note is not generally shown in Standard Notation, 

but in Klavar, it is shown by a small note head placed at the appropriate interval above the principal note]. These 

two notes are struck alternately [beginning with the principal note], and with the utmost possible rapidity and 

equality, and this is continued as long as the time of the principal note lasts [indicated by a sawtooth line in Klavar 

which terminates just prior to the concluding notes]. 

 

Ex. The Shake (Trill) from No. 48 Measure 3              

 

The two little concluding notes [simply the note heads are shown in Klavar] 

must be played with the same rapidity as those which form the shake, and the 

lower of them must always be preceded by the principal note, and never the 

auxiliary note. The player is by no means tied down to a determinate number 

of notes; indeed it depends upon the movement of the piece, to determine 

how many single notes each shake shall consist of; all that is required is that 

all the notes are quick, equal and distinct. 
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1 

Note to Students and Teachers about Tempos 2 
 3 
On our scrolling scores, we have indicated a suggested time over which, in our view, the individual pieces should 4 
be scrolled so as to be played at an appropriate tempo. 5 
 6 
We have carefully chosen timings which seem to well befit each exercise, which are in line with a well-researched 7 
and historically based understanding of tempo and are in line with Czerny’s words on the matter. 8 
 9 
We acknowledge that some may feel that they are a bit on the slow side and if so, our goal is not to change your 10 
mind. As stated in the preface to Book 1 of this series, the topic of correct tempo is open to debate, so feel free to 11 
change these times as you see fit, as long as you feel you may do so while at the same time observing the clear 12 
and well accepted rules set forth in Czerny’s own words (See preface to Book 1 for “Czerny on Choosing the Proper 13 
Tempo” and “Czerny on the Proper Manner of Studying a Piece”). 14 

15 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*16 

17 

 18 

 19 

This is the third in a series of five books which complete the 20 

" 110 Leichte und fortschreitende Übungen,  21 

als Zugabe zu jeder Clavier-Schule” 22 

from the German Composer 23 

Carl Czerny 24 

Transcribed to 25 

KlavarScore 26 

 27 

This serie of 5 books is also available in Half-Letter/A5 format 28 

for use on a Tablet, iPad or E-Book reader (PDF) 29 

 30 

In book four you will find the next twenty-two pieces. 31 

 32 
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